Natural Stone

Decos

Natural stone is available in many different flavors.
You can choose marble, slate, granite, travertine,
onyx, or cobblestone. You also have a world of
options in natural stone sizes, patterns, mosaics,
and medallions. Each different type of natural stone
offers its own unique characteristics. Depending on
how you plan to utilize natural stone, one type may
be better suited than another. Our design team can
discuss your particular use, and help you to find the
natural stone that best suits your project. Natural
stone is the perfect way to reflect your personal
style.

Due to the wide variety of colors, styles, and
finishes glass makes a popular choice for decos.
Decos are small tiles that are incorporated into a
natural stone or ceramic scheme. They add
interest, color, and depth when placed at random,
or in a sequence on a surface such as a backsplash.
Glass deco tiles can be embossed with a design, be
formed into shapes, and are also available in
mosaics. Decos also come in metals such as copper
or nickel. Feel free to ask our design team about the
specialty decos that we offer.

Natural Stone Finishes
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You have several options when it comes to the
available natural stone finishes. Each finish has its
own style, as well as its own list of pros and cons.
For example, a polished stone is bright and
beautiful, but may scratch if it is used in a high
traffic area.
Available finishes: Tumbled, Honed, Antiqued,
Time Worn, Polished, Natural Cleft
Our design team can help you choose the finish
that is right for your project.

+ PROS
•
•
•
•

Shade variations add depth and character
Timeless and ageless beauty
Lasts more then a lifetime
Adds value to your home

- CONS
•
•
•

Due to the unique nature of stone, the shade can
vary from the sample
May scratch in high traffic areas
Requires periodic maintenance

Artistic Tile, LLC
650 Amherst Street
Nashua, NH 03060

Tel: (603) 886-1920
Fax: (603) 821-7334

www.theperfecttile.com

Product
Selection
Guide

Ceramic

Glass

Handcrafted

Ceramic tile is broken down into 3 main categories:
semi-vitreous (red clay}, vitreous (white clay}, and
impervious (porcelain). The differences in these
categories are based on absorption rate. Absorption
rate directly relates to the density of the tile. The
higher the absorption rate the softer the tile. Semivitreous (red clay) tiles have the highest absorption
rate registering between 3.0% and 7.0%; conversely
impervious (porcelain) tiles only have a 0.5%
absorption rate. This leaves vitreous (white clay} tiles
in the middle bracket, having an absorption rate
between 0.5% and 3.0%.

Glass tile is offered in many of the same styles and
sizes as ceramic. Glass tiles can be a clear transparent; a shimmer translucent, or a shiny opaque.
There is a wide range of glass finishes; glossy, satin,
luminous, matte, grainy, and etched. You can also
choose a metallic finish which is created by dusting
metal particles onto the surface of the glass during
manufacturing. Due to the luminous nature of glass,
the look of your glass tile will change throughout
the day. We will lend you a sample of the glass tile
that you are considering so that you can see how the
light reflective qualities affect the atmosphere in your
home.

Handcrafted tile refers to tile that is made without
the use of modern mass production machinery.
Each handcrafted tile is carefully created, and therefore each tile is unique, adding beauty and value.
Often handcrafted tiles are created by using antique
beehive kilns, historic glaze recipes, and traditional
techniques. For example, craftsmen may hand press
clay into wooden molds. Hand molded tiles have
irregular edges, corners and surfaces.

For example, since semi-vitreous (red clay) tiles have
the highest absorption rate, they are the softest of the
tiles, and therefore, are best suited for indoors and
light traffic areas.

Porcelain
Porcelain is a type of ceramic tile. Porcelain tiles
can be used on the wall or the floor, and because
porcelain has such a high density it is a good choice
for high traffic areas. When purchasing porcelain
tiles you have a choice between glazed and unglazed.
An unglazed tile is less likely to show scratch or
wear. You can choose textured, honed (smooth), or
polished in an unglazed tile. Glazed tiles come in
a wider range of colors and styles. You can choose
matte, satin, or a shiny gloss finish tailoring the
finished look that you desire.
+ PROS
•
•
•
•
•

Retains little dirt and cleans easily
Cost efficient
Most porcelain is frost resistant
Can choose glazed or unglazed
Can look similar to natural stone without the
maintenance

- CONS
•
•
•

Porcelain tile can be hard to cut
Polished tiles can be slippery
Choosing the right tile for the application is
important for the longevity of the
installation

Glass installation varies from ceramic tile. If you
plan on installing the glass yourself, please ask us for
an installation specification sheet.
+ PROS
•
•
•

Resistant to chemical damage, discoloration,
fading, and staining
Available in a full spectrum of colors and textures
Greater range of design choices

- CONS
•
•
•

Can be more susceptible to scratches, chips and
cracks
Special installation requirements
More expensive than ceramic

Hand painted tiles offer variations in color,
shading, and design these characteristics are what
create their appeal. You can also purchase ceramic
tiles that have pressed designs, such as pressed
leaves or flowers.
Handcrafted tiles allow for the flexibility to
customize your design. Local artisans can craft
almost anything that you desire, creating memories
for your family and your home.

Terracotta
Terracotta is a hand pressed, red clay tile. Terra
cotta tile can be thicker than the standard ceramic
tile. Some popular finishes available in terracotta
are rustic, polished, and antiqued. Mexican
terracotta tiles are often created near the river in
which they are retrieving the clay from . They then
hand press the clay into wooden molds and lay
them in the fields to dry. These tiles are exposed to
nature, and often times your finished product may
have animal prints, adding a unique quality to the
finished product.

+ PROS
•
•
•

Unique, no two are alike
Custom designs
Time honored traditions

- CONS
•
•

Requires special installation
Requires periodic maintenance

